
   MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2020 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Timothy Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

James P. “Sean” Viars; Michael Duncan; Peggy 

Hash 

     

Council Members Absent:       Geary Jonas; James N. Lloyd 

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Jack Weaver  
 

All council members and administration were present via Zoom virtual meeting.   Council 

Chambers were open, and a laptop connected to the meeting was available for citizens to listen 

or speak during citizen’s time. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Vice-Mayor Yontz. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Vice-Mayor Yontz to approve 

the minutes of the November 24, 2020 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed 

by a vote of four (4) for:  Yontz, Viars, Duncan, Hash; zero (0) against. 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Jack Weaver addressed Council regarding water that the town can sell from the Staley spring.   

Mr. Weaver stated that he attended a public hearing that the Wythe County Board of Supervisors 

held.  He stated that he spoke to board members about the spring water that Rural Retreat is 

pumping into a creek.  Mr. Weaver stated that he was surprised that the County did not know 

about the water that is available from the town.   Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that the Board of 

Supervisors has been approached numerous times over the years and asked to purchase water 
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from the town.  Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that the town has tried to meet with the County and for 

some reason they never have the meeting. Councilmember Viars stated that the minutes show 

that the town has approached the County numerous times to have a meeting regarding our water.  

He added that the town has done everything possible to get the County to meet regarding the 

project.  Town Manager Childers stated that a feasibility study is being done for Wythe and 

Smyth Counties by Peed and Bortz Engineering firm.  He added that until the feasibility report is 

finalized then the County cannot do anything until they see if it is feasible to run water from 

Wythe County into Smyth County.  Mr. Weaver stated that Board of Supervisor Chairman 

Vaught told him that nobody has asked the County about providing water to Smyth County.  Mr. 

Weaver stated that the town needs to attend a board meeting and make the request publicly.  

Town Manager Childers asked if Smyth County does not want the water from Wythe County 

then why would they pay to do a feasibility study.  Town Manager Childers stated that the way 

the meetings are set up the town council meetings are the same evenings as the Board of 

Supervisors.  He asked if Council would consider meeting on the first Tuesday and the second 

meeting on a Thursday.   Councilmember Viars stated a letter could be sent for correspondence 

because the priority to Councilmembers is to attend the town’s meetings. 

 

Mr. Weaver stated that he appreciates the town revisiting the historic district.  He stated that 

town citizens are losing opportunities for funding.  Mr. Weaver stated that he sent an email 

regarding a meeting, and he did not receive an answer from anyone.  Vice-Mayor Yontz stated 

that he responded to the email and requested a date and time to go up to Petersburg.  He stated 

that he is interested in going to Petersburg. 

 

Mr. Weaver asked about the Ted Brown property that is located along the railroad across from 

his property on Baumgardner Avenue. Mr. Weaver stated that he would like to know why 

nothing has been done to the section house.  Town Manager Childers stated that the town is 

going to purchase the property, but N&S requires a survey.  He added that the survey has not 

been done at this time. 

 

Mr. Weaver stated that he can use the old Donkenny building to bottle water.  Mr. Weaver stated 

that he would like to know how much the town will charge for the water that will be used in the 

process.  Mr. Weaver stated that sixty-two jobs will be created.  Mr. Weaver stated that several 

million gallons of water will be needed for the operation.  Mr. Weaver stated that it is going to 

take a lot of money to get the operation off the ground.  He added that the bottles will be made in 

house.   Mr. Weaver stated that the water will be purified on site then bottled.   Mr. Weaver 

stated that he will need to raise money in order to get the project off the ground.  Mayor Litz 

stated that from recent experience the town can reproduce over 100,000 per day over the normal 

amount.   Mayor Litz stated that the town can supply the water for the project without any 

problems.  Mayor Litz added that the only requirement from Mr. Weaver is that the line to the 

building is sufficient to supply the water from the town’s meter.  Town Manager Childers agreed 

that the quantity of water is not a problem.   Mr. Weaver stated that the water for the proposed 

project is hydrogen water.  Town Manager Childers stated that the cost of the water is something 

that will need to be discussed by the utilities committee and council.  Mr. Weaver stated that the 

cost of bulk water needs to be in the range between $2.90 to $3.25 per thousand gallons.  Mr. 

Weaver stated that he is putting the project on hold until he gets a response from the town 

regarding the possibility of supplying the water and the cost.   
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CORRESPONDENCE 

 

 None 

 

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

None 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITILIZATION – Town Manager Childers stated that the project is on hold 

until after the first of the year. 

 

  

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Town Manager Childers stated that he provided a copy of the purchasing policy.  He spoke with 

Michelle Gowdy with Virginia Municipal League regarding the changes to the policy.   Town 

Manager Childers read from the purchasing policy – Spending Limits #9 – In the event that the 

required number of quotes cannot be obtained, the Town Manager must document either that 

there are no other vendors available to provide the good or perform the service (single source 

determination), or that a reasonable effort was made to contact other vendors with no response.  

Town Manager Childers stated that an example of this is the meters that the town uses for water.  

The Sensus meters are only sold by Core and Main, therefore they are the only Vendor that the 

town can purchase the meters from.  Town Manager Childers stated that he will make efforts to 

obtain quotes.  A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember 

Viars that the purchasing policy be updated to reflect under Spending Limits number 9:   In the 

event the required number of quotes cannot be obtained, the town manager must document either 

that there are no other vendors available to provide the good or perform the service (single 

source determination) or that a reasonable effort was made to contact orhter vedors with no 

response.  The motion passed by a vote of four (4) for:  Yontz, Hash, Viars, Duncan; zero (0) 

against. 

 

Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that he is a parent representative to the school board, a middle school 

coach, and assistant coach for the high school golf team.  He asked if the Council or the Mayor 

would consider drafting a letter to the School Board and Board of Supervisors stating that the 

town fully supports students and athletes.  Mayor Litz stated that the Council just cancelled the 

annual Christmas parade, so it may be duplicitous to ask that sporting events take place.   Vice-

Mayor Yontz stated that the letter should be to support the students and athletes not to ask for 

events to be held.  Councilmember Viars asked if the letter is to suggest that the students and 

athletes be back in school and have sports. Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that he does not want to 

suggest that students and sports be back on, just to state that the council supports the students.  A 

motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz to write a letter to support students and athletes.   The 

motion was never seconded. Councilmember Viars stated that a letter may be misconstrued, and 

he does not wish for the wrong message to be sent to the School Board.   
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

RURAL RETREAT VOL EMERGENCY SERVICE – Councilmember Duncan stated that the 

new ambulance will be delivered in December.  There will not be a meeting in December.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that he would like to set up the meeting with Ms. Anderson at the 

hospital.  Councilmember Viars asked if Town Manager Childers has received any information 

regarding billing insurance companies for calls answered by the Rescue Squad on the interstate.  

Town Manager Childers stated that the person he was working with to get information was in 

quarantine due to COVID-19, and he has not been able to speak to him. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – None 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Town Manager Childers stated that 

Dennis Amos with Hurt and Proffit was subpoenaed regarding the lawsuit.   

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Councilmember Viars asked if a letter to the Board of Supervisors can be 

written regarding the sale of water to the County.  Town Manager Childers stated that he will 

draft a letter. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL –None  

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

- Musser Lumber decided to run their proposed water line expansion on their own private 

property.  VDOT and the Department of Drinking water were requiring extensive 

engineering services.  Instead of the hassle of running it through the VDOT ROW they 

are running it themselves.  The town will take ownership of this water line. 

- Tomorrow at 2pm the sealed bids for Phase 9 and 10 of the sidewalk projects will be 

opened and a contract will be awarded shortly after.  This has been a long process, and it 

will be good to see some progress being made. 

- I spoke with the JIDA, and it appears they will be awarding 10 or 11 grants to small 

businesses with the Town of Rural Retreat.  This could be upwards of $65 to $75k in 

grant funds.  This number may be higher depending on the value of 2 or 3 outstanding 

applications.  The remaining amount of CARES Act funding we would like to use for 

breathing apparatuses for the RRFD, town wage recovery, laptops, PPE items, and hazard 

pay.  We will have a Finance meeting on Monday December 14th at 5:30 to discuss these 

items. 

Councilmember Viars asked Town Manager Childers to elaborate on the hazard pay.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that the employees were separated and only worked a couple of days a 

week while receiving their regular pay.  Chief Breedlove worked his regular schedule during the 

COVID-19 crisis.  Town Manager Childers stated that he would like to pay Chief Breedlove 

hazard pay.   

- Santa Claus will be riding around Carrington Place on December 22 at 2pm for the 

residence to wave and say Merry Christmas.  This is private with no spectators.   
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Councilmember Duncan asked if Town Manager Childers contacted Virginia Department of 

Transportation (VDOT) regarding the drop on the side of the road coming up from the 

Crossroads to Food Country.  Town Manager Childers stated that he will contact someone and 

report back to Council. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for December 8, 2020 were read and approved. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Duncan.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


